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CITY OF BERTHA
RGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF BERTHA
HELD AT THE BERTHA COMMUNITY CENTER

MONDAY, JANUARY 9, 2023
Members Present: Mayor Nelson, Members Winkler, Bowman, Gaudette and Moller
Staff Present: Clerk Umland, & Public Works Maland
Guest Present: Pete Wallner, Amanda Hansen, Brian Yates , Tyler Hoffman, Tinah Johnson,

Matt Cardinal, Mike VanHeel, Paul Olson and Mr. & Mrs. Delmar Ferrell.

Declaring a quorum, Mayor Nelson called the regular meefing to order at 6:30 p.m. and the citizens
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Nelson then introduced the council to the audience.

Oath of Office — Incoming elected officials from the 2022 elections took their Official Oath of
Office of State of Minnesota, County of Todd, and City of Bertha solemnly affirming to support the
Constitution of the United States and Minnesota , and faithfuliy discharge the duties of the office of
mayor and council of the City of Bertha, Minnesota to the best of their judgment and ability, under the
penalty of perjury. The oath was administered by the City Clerk in December to all new councilmembers
and mayor.

Mayor Nelson called the Annual Meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. and advised all that the regular
business of the City Council will be presented immediately following the annual meeting.

Resolution 2023-01: This resolution sets the 2023 Schedule of fees and charges for various
services, licenses and permits. Member Bowman made a motion to approve the 2023 schedule of fees and
charges for various services, licenses and permits. Member Gaudette seconded the motion and motion
carried 5-0.

Resolution 2023-02: This resolution approves the official designations and annual appointments
Jor the City of Bertha. Member Bowman was asked to serve as Mayor Pro-tem-At Large and she
accepted. All it means is that if the actual Mayor of Bertha is out of town, sick, or otherwise unable to run
the meeting or make a public appearance on behalf of the city she would fill the position of mayor
temporary during the mayor absent. The resolution was introduced by Member Moller, seconded by
Member Gaudette, and approved on a 5-0 vote.

2. Approval of the Agenda: Call for additions or delctions to the regular agenda. Vote of 5-0
3. Public Hearing: None

4. Unscheduled Public Appearance:

Mike Van Heel, representing theWilliam Larson American Legion Post asked the council to
approve an application to hold a bingo event on February 18", Member Winkler moved, Member
Bowman seconded the motion to approved MN Lawful Gambling L.G240B Application to Conduct
Excluded Bingo for WM. Larson American Post to hold a Bingo event on February 18, 2023 at Bertha
Community Center located at 127 2" Ave NW. Vote 5-0 Carried.

5. Communications Reports:

A. Review the December Enterprise Reports - No Comments

B. Public Safety Reports - Mr. Wallner confirmed the 2023 election of officers for the Bertha
Volunteer Fire Department. Fire Chief will be Matt Cardinal, Assistance Chiefs —Pete Wallner and 2™
will Ben Harnack, Training Officer Scott Powers, Secretary Jamie Bryniarski and Zach Johnson as
treasurer. He stated that the department is short on volunteers and they continue to visit fire halls.
Motion by Member Bowman, seconded by Member Winkler to accept the resignation of Joshua Shesta
from the Bertha Volunteer Fire Department effective December 5, 2022. Carried 5-0
Amanda Hansen gave a brief activity report for the ambulance service for December. Items of interest
billing, jackets for new members, and sweatshirts and informed the council of upcoming training
scheduled. The new pagers have arrived and should have enough funds available.

C. Law Enforcement Report — Todd County Sheriff Department provided the council with the
December activity report that summarizes the 25 calls received in their department for Bertha.
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D. Public Works Report —Mr. Maland provided the council with his December activity report
which summarizes work done within his department. His activity report included: removal of snow and
different repairs to the snow removal equipment. The council was given a copy of the 2022 annual DNR
water report that stated that 14,895,160 gallons of water pumped. Asa condition of the WIF Grant, the
city is required to fund a long-term asset replacement reserve. The amount that is to be set aside for 2022
is $11,231.45 which will be added to the current CD in July. The amount is based on $.50 per 1,000
gallons sewage treated. Totals for 2022 are as follows: water pumped 14,895,160 and wastewater treated
22,462,900 gallons. He was questioned if the electricity was turned off at the park and Lion’s Building.

E. Clerk’s Report - The council was provided with a new Community Center Rental Agreement.
There were 2 changes that needed to be made to the checklist - Item #2 (hours of 7:30 a.m. to noon) and
Item # 9 (thermostat down to 68).

6. Consent Agenda — Action required

Note: The Consent Agenda listed those items which are considered to be routine and/or which
need no discussion. Consent Items are acted upon by one motion. If discussion is desired by council,
that item may be moved to an appropriate section of the regular agenda  for discussion.

Mayor Nelson asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to be made to the
Consent Agenda. One correction was needed to be made to Item B January Checks issued should read
90758-90778 in the amount of $178,047.18. Motion by Member Bowman, seconded by Member
Gaudette to accept the Consent Agenda as amended. Carried. The Consent Agenda included the
following items:

A. Approval of the December 12, 2022 Regular Council Minutes

B. Approval of the December Disbursements & Authorize Issuance in accordance with the list
provided including all electronic payments plus January Check Nos. 90758-90778 in the amount
of $178,047.18. Void Check #90748 for 35.62.

C. Review Bank Correspondence — Bank Statement & Investment Report

D. Approve Resolution 2023-03 acknowledging a donations of $8000.00 to the Bertha Ambulance
Service designating funds to go to LifePak from Bartlett Township-$3,000.00, Woodside
Township-$2.000.00 and City of Hewitt-$3,000.00.

E. Approve Resolution 2023-04 acknowledging donations of $2,100.00 from: Jack & Alvida
Browne Foundation (designated for pagers & technology) for $2,000.00 and Jode Freyholtz-
London (designated for lifepak) for $100.00.

F. Approve Resolution 2023-05 acknowledging a donation 0f $200.00 from Glenda Kohnen for
ambulance equipment

7. Consider Business Items

A. Broadband Communications — Tyler Hoffman informed the council that the committee will
be accepting surveys until the 15" of the month. The University of Minnesota Extension will compile the
results of survey and will make available a hard copy to show the results. They will then be able to put
together different options for the committee. The vision of the Todd County Coalition is providing
affordable, reliable, high-speed internet to the citizens of Todd County, especially the rural, underserved
areas.

B. Small Cities Development Program —No real update for January. As mentioned last month,
one project was completed in Hewitt. Over the next couple weeks, CMHP will begin a competitive bid
process for other projects.

C. Energy & Environment Plan — Energy and Environment Planning Meeting #4 will be held on
January 12" which will be their final meeting. The committee was provided with the top 20 ranked
projects, based on a tally of the scores we provided her with at meeting # 3. The committee will review
and prioritized these projects, and figure out which Bertha projects to tackle before June 30", and which
can be done over the next 5 years.

D. Moore Engineering — Hopefully, the council will have more information from the engineer
next month to see if a developer has any interest in the proceeding with the development of the Kneis!
project.

E. The council was provided with information on the renewal of the 2023 LMCIT insurance
property/casualty coverage. The cost of coverage for property/casualty is $20,902.00. The city
deductible has been $250.00 on property and mobile equipment, which is low by today’s standards. The
deductible was raised to $500.00 with a savings of $480.00 per year. Motion by Bowman, seconded by
Member Winkler to approve the renewal and payment of the City’s insurance policies through LMCIT at
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a cost of $20,902.00 for Property/Casualty Coverage for 2023. Carried 5-0 Members of the LMCIT*s
property/casualty program shared in 10 million dollars in dividends. The City of Bertha received
$2,084.00 for 2022.

F. 2023 Ambulance Service Contract Fee —Motion by Member Gaudette, seconded by Member
Bowman to approve the 2023 service contract with the area cities and townships we serve at $2.00 per
person. Carried 5-0 the total amount that the city will receive from the contracts is $7,422.00. A new
agreement was sent to all cities and townships to sign with the new rate increase that took effect this
summer.

8. Committee Reports
A. No reports - A closed meeting will be called after all the business is taken care of prior to
adjournment

9. Correspondence/Meeting/Conference

A. Initiative Foundation — A thank you letter was received for the donation of the 2023 funding
support to their organization.

B. 2023 Elected Leaders Institute Foundational Program-— the LMC is encouraging newly
elected officials to participate in one of the three cohorts to become familiar with their new
responsibilities. Alexandria will host an in-person cohort on March 3 & 4. All members were interested
in attending the training. Motion by Member Winkler, seconded by Member Gaudette to allow any
councilmember that was interested in attending the 2023 Elected Leaders Institute —Advanced Program
with a fee of $350.00 per person. Roll call vote Nelson-Yes, Moller-Yes, Bowman-Yes, Gaudette-Yes
and Bowman-Yes.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS-CLOSED SESSION-PERFORMANCE EVALUATION OF PUBLIC WORKS
SUPERVISOR (CLOSED UNDER MS. 13D.05,SUBD. 3(a) PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS)

Mayor Nelson stated the individual to be evaluated is Mr. Maland. Pursuant to MN Statute, Section 13D.05,
Subd. 3(a) the proposed closed meeting must be open at the request of Mr. Maland. Mayor Nelson asked Mr.
Maland if he requested the meeting to be open or closed. He stated he would like it closed.

It was moved by Member Bowman, seconded by Member Gaudette and unanimously to close the regular
meeting at 7:45 p.m. All members of the council were present.

Everybody that was in attendance was asked to leave the room.
Closed Session Discussion

A motion was made by Council Member Bowman, Seconded by Council Member Winkler, to move
back into open session at 8:25 p.m. Carried 5-0

A summary of the closed meeting will be given at the next regular meeting.

As a result of the closed session —A motion was made by Member Bowman, seconded by Member Moller
to approve extending Mr. Maland probation period for another 3 months. Ayes: Bowman, Moller, Nelson
Nayes: Gaudette & Winkler Vote 3-2

10. Adjournment

There was no further business to come before the City Council. Member Bowman moved;
Member Winkler seconded by motion to adjourn. With all members in favor, motion was carried. The
meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.




