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CITY OF BERTHA
RGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY OF BERTHA
HELD AT THE BERTHA COMMUNITY CENTER
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2023

Members Present: Mayor Nelson, Members Winkler, Bowman, Gaudette and Moller
Staff Present: Clerk Umland, & Public Works Maland
Guest Present: Pete Wallner, Amanda Hansen, Brian Yates , Ben Harnack, Brenda Roberts,

Matt Cardinal, Paul Olson and Mr. & Mrs. Delmar Ferrell, Scott Poppinga,
BJ Allen and Mike Huber (Advanced Utility Solutions).

Declaring a quorum, Mayor Nelson called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and the citizens
recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. Approval of the Agenda: Mayor Nelson amended the Agenda by adding Item 8C Resolution 2023-09
Accepting the Resignation of the City Clerk and an addition to Agenda Item 8D Grant Writer.

It was moved by Bowman and seconded by Moller to approve the amended Agenda. All voted in
favor of the motion. (5-0)

3. Public Hearing: None scheduled
4. Unscheduled Public Appearance:

Mayor Nelson called for anyone with unscheduled business. No one in attendance addressed the
council.

5. Communications Reports

A. Review the January Enterprise Reports- No comments

B. Public Safety Reports — Mr. Cardinal informed the council the department will be holding
Ham Bingo in March. Mr. Cardinal inquired about attending the 2023 Fire Officer & Training Officer
School in Duluth. Motion by Member Winkler seconded by Moller to approve the attendance for the
three officers from the Bertha Fire Department to attend training on March 17-19 in Duluth at a fee of
$235.00 each. (5-0) Mr. Cardinal what the council had in mind for a fire hall. It was suggested to draw
up basic plan and present it at the next meeting. Clerk Umland will check with the County Auditor about
tax-forfeit land. Amanda Hansen gave the ambulance report. Items of interest that were mentioned was
billing, jackets-sweatshirts and new tires. Motion by Member Bowman, seconded by Member Gaudette
approved the estimate from Sharpe’s Garage for $2,070.00 for 6 new Cooper Roadmaster RM257 tires
mounted and installed for the ambulance vehicle. Carried. The ambulance crew is attending area cities
and townships board meeting that the ambulance serves asking them to pass a motion to increase the
$2.00 to $4.00 per township resident for the 2024 Service contract. Motion by Bowman, seconded by
Member Moller to pay the registration fee for Brian Yates & Amanda Hansen to attend the 2023
Northeast Region Conference on February 17-19. Carried.

C. Law Enforcement Report - Todd County Sheriff Department provided the council with the
January activity report that summarizes the 19 calls received in their department for Bertha: 2-alarms, 1-
followup, 2-juvenile issues, 1-traffic complaint, 1-traffic stop, and 12 miscellaneous.

D. Public Works Report - No Report — Mr. Jordan announced his resignation as of 2/13/2023
and returned the items that belong to the city. He voiced his opinion that he was micro-managed. He was
upset that the council extended his probation time by three months. He felt he was treated disrespectful
by some of the council. Mike Hubner stated that the contract for service with the city would increase.
He stated he felt he was doing a good job. Brian will be asked to do morning checks until the city finds
someone. A call will be placed to Brent Lind to see if he will fill the position until a new person is hired.
Motion by Bowman, seconded by Member Gaudette to approved to pay the temporary person $20.00 per
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hour. Carried. The Public Works Supervisor position will be posted. Mr. Huber explained the
adjustment he has made at the water plant.
E. Clerk’s Report - Review only

6. Consent Agenda — Action required

Note: The Consent Agenda listed those items which are considered to be routine and/or which
need no discussion. Consent Items are acted upon by one motion. If discussion is desired by council,
that item may be moved to an appropriate section of the regular agenda for discussion.

Mayor Nelson asked if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to be made to the
Consent Agenda. Motion by Moller, seconded by Member Bowman to accept the Consent Agenda as
presented. Carried. The Consent Agenda included the following items:

A. Approval of the January 9, 2023 Regular Council Minutes

B. Approval of the January Disbursements & Authorize Issuance in accordance with the list

provided including all electronic payments plus February Check Nos. 90821-90838 in the
amount of $17,462.97.

C. Review Bank Correspondence- Bank Statement & Investment Report

D. Independent New Herald for the 2023 Sponsorship Schedule — this includes 24 full page
promotions for $280.00 plus the city would receive a free subscription to the Independent
News Herald.

Renewal of 2023 Lutheran Social Services Site Agreement- The 2023 agreement with

Lutheran Social Services for Nutrition Site Use with an annual rate of $100.00 for the use of

the Kitchen facilities at the Bertha Community Center.

Approve Resolution 2023-07 accepting the 2022 10% Lawful Gambling Contribution of

$2.241.74 from the Todd Area Trail Association. Since we did not receive the funds until

2023 the city is not responsible to provide the state with a report until 2024. This is because

our audit is cash basis.

G. Approve Resolution 2023-08 allowing the city to assess a delinquent water/sewer bill to the
assessment roll of Todd County, Minnesota. A check was originally issued for payment of
this bill but was returned due to not sufficient funds. This bill was for Account 1134 parcel
29-0020100.

™

F.

7. Consider Business Items
A. Broadband Communications — On behalf of the Broadband Committee, they would like
to request the City of Bertha and the City of Hewitt split the cost to create a non-profit
allowing the coalition to go after other funds. The cost to apply for a Non-profit status is
$600.00 that would be split. A total of 579 surveys were received back from county
residents. At this time, the council would like to see why the cost is just between the two
cities and not spread out with more entities or if they could use funds that are allocated from
their account.
B. Small Cities Development Program- January update — There are 8 projects in Bertha that
are at bidding stage. All the homeowners have received a list of contractors in the area, and
hopefully are able to bid these projects out over the next month. Having these projects bid in
February allowing contractors lead time for ordering materials and also to allow the projects
to get onto their schedules for this Spring/Summer construction season.
C. Energy & Environment Plan- The planning committee meeting #4 was held on January
12"-BJ Allen presented the results of this meeting prioritizing the projects. She then
presented the plan to the City Council, starting the 30-day public comment period. RSDC
will return and provide updates on any public comments received, and if all goes according to
plan, the Council would adopt the plan at the March 13" meeting. The funds must be used up
by June 30", Residents can go to regionfive.org/bertha to make comments.
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D. Moore Engineering - the Council will decide if they should take the next step to develop
the 6 vacant lots. Clerk will check into the available funds for this project.

E. Backyard Chickens — a permit is required when a resident wants to keep chickens on their
property but the resident property must be zoned rural residential. There is no fee for the
permit.

F. 2023 Workers Comp Insurance renewal — the workers comp insurance package quote
was provided for review and with the different premium options. The regular premium
option was selected the same as previous years. The premium took an increase of $5,763 due
to the full time ambulance personnel. Motion by Member Bowman, seconded by Member
Gaudette to approve the 2023 Workers Comp Insurance Package from the LMCIT for
§19,523.00. (5-0)

8. Committee Reports

A. Summary of January 9" performance review for Jordan Maland- the council
approved extending his probation period for another three months. Some review comments
were to have more regular hours and report to either the mayor or city clerk. There was a
brief discussion to have a precise list of his job responsibilities since there was no one to train
him.

B. Personnel Policy — the personnel committee will review and update the current policy.
The policy will add a new holiday Juneteenth (June 19") starting in 2024.

C. Resolution 2023-09 Accepting the Resignation of the City Clerk — A motion to Accept
Resignation of Janet Umland, effective March 30, 2023 was made by Bowman, and seconded
by Member Winkler. Motion carried 5/0. She was asked to research about working part-time
since Pera has changed a ruling of 30-day separation.

D. Grant writer — It was discussed in trying to find a grant writer since there are a lot of
grants out there now. Region 5 has staff that does grants.

Closed meeting- Six month Job Performance evaluation for Brian Yates was canceled until
March meeting due to him having to attend a township meeting per his request.

9. Correspondence/Meeting/Conference

A. 2022 Investment Report Card — A copy of the 2021 Investment Report Card for the
Bertha Fire Relief Association was provided. The 2021 Investment Report Card is provided
for informational purposes to help assess the relief association’s short and long term
investment performance.

B. Notice Minnesota Energy Resources request - Minnesota Energy Resources filed an
application for authority to increase rates for natural gas service to increase the rates by
9.91%. The commission will make a decision on the rate increase in the fall 2023. Final rate
changes, if approved, will be effective after that date. If final rates are less than interim rates,
the difference in the amount collected during the interim period will be refunded to customers
with interest.

C. Board of Review — Todd County Assessor’s Office has notified the city that the Board
of Appeal and Equalization for the City of Bertha is scheduled for April 12" at 10:00 a.m. at
Bertha Community Center. By law, at least one voting member of every Board of Appeal
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and Equalization must have taken the training within four years. The training is a self-paced
online course which two members of our council became certified.

D. Who is Sourcewell? An introductory letter was received by the city it explains who
they serve. Sourcewell supports educators and leaders in government and nonprofit
organizations throughout Cass, Crow Wing, Morrison, Todd, and Wadena counties by
providing professional development, contracted services, funding, internship reimbursement,
facility construction and other identified needs.

E. 2023 NDEMS North East Conference — A request for training/conference was
received from Brian Yates for February 18 & 19. Motion by Member Bowman, seconded by
Member Moller to reimburse Brian Yates and Amanda Hansen the fee of the conference in
the amount of $190.00.  Carried.

Prior to closing the meeting, Mayor Nelson stated that a planning meeting for the summer
festival will be scheduled in the next month. Some of the 10% of Gambling Funds can be
used to help support Bertha Days.

10. Adjournment

There was no further business to come before the City Council. Member Bowman
moved; Member Winkler seconded the motion to adjourn. With all members in favor,
motion was carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.




